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MRGO: The Road to Recovery 
Assessing Closure Impacts, Restoration Needs, and Community 

Recovery



American Rivers ǒCitizens Against Widening the Industrial Canal ǒCoalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana

Deep South Center For Environmental Justice ǒEnvironmental Defense Fund ǒGlobal Green ǒHealthy Gulf 

Holy Cross Neighborhood Association Levees.org ǒLouisiana Environmental Action Network 

Louisiana Wildlife Federation ǒLower Mississippi Riverkeeper 

Lower Ninth Ward Center for Sustainable Engagement and Development ǒ lowernine.org 

Mary Queen of Vietnam Community Development Corporation

National Audubon Society ǒNational Wildlife Federation ǒPontchartrain Conservancy ǒSierra Club ïDelta Chapter

Additional Supporters:

Common Ground Relief ǒNew Orleans 350

Orleans Audubon Society ǒSt. Bernard Wetlands Foundation ǒThe Water Collaborative 

The Arlene and Joseph Meraux Charitable Foundation



Overview
Assessing Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO) ecosystem restoration and 
community recovery at the 15th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina and a 
decade post-closure of the MRGO

Å Over 1 million acres of coastal habitat 
impacted by the MRGO

Å Benefits of rock dam from Maurepas to 
Biloxi Marsh

Å No funding allocated for USACE 2012 
MRGO Ecosystem Restoration 
Feasibility Report

Å Restoration and community recovery 
must be prioritized by government



Source: Pontchartrain Conservancy



Environmental Benefits of Closure

ÅHistorical salinity gradients restored 
for over 1.2 million acres of coastal 
habitat 
ÅEleven years of monitoring reveal the 
ōŀǎƛƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǎŀƭƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘȅŘǊƻƭƻƎȅ 
composition
ÅRecovering ecosystems and species
ÅSwamps
ÅOysters
ÅClams



Community Recovery

ÅGenerations of families have 
endured impacts of MRGO
ÅLower population and reduced 

infrastructure  hamper recovery
ÅLocal communities will continue to 

bear the burden of the federal 
project until restoration and 
recovery is prioritized by the 
government.
ÅFederal projects must ensure 

environmental justice.
Source: FEMA


